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Risk Assessment for
[bookmark: _4ac9sbp9u4xo]Volunteers Risk Assessment - Class 2 Monitoring

This risk assessment covers the activity of monitoring from a river bankside, including contact with water.
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Hazards and controls

	[image: ]
	Hazard: Adverse weather

	Risk of injury due to lightning strikes, high winds/heavy rain, snow and ice.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _4jgqncx08efs]Volunteers
Adverse weather can exacerbate other hazards increasing the likelihood of harm occurring.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _uz05dxk8om62]Appropriate clothing
Volunteers are instructed to consider the weather conditions and dress appropriately i.e., thermals, footwear, sun stress, etc. 
	Low Risk: 4

Likelihood: 2/5
Severity: 2/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _e337ahbfo9am]Do not carry out survey in adverse weather 
Volunteers are instructed not to carry out any river surveys during, or immediately after, a Yellow or Red weather warning. Always assess the actual weather conditions on the ground and postpone the survey if you consider that it is not safe. 
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _gyg2asfbn8bd]Weather checks
Volunteers are instructed to check the local weather conditions before undertaking a river survey. 
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	Hazard: Leptospirosis

	Risk of ill health and disease due to exposure to infectious agents/pathogens in contaminated water.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _wpdc1iz90jro]Volunteers
Weil's disease can cause severe illness or even death.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _easxv7wpsuuk]Do not monitor if you have open cuts or wounds
	Low Risk: 4

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 4/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _pezwvuipadfo]Good hand washing/hygiene procedures observed
Always wash hands when you have finished monitoring.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _6shibkgnjjq0]Hand sanitizer
Volunteers are encouraged to take hand sanitizer with them.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _tlbpvt8xur4m]Leptospirosis information given
Volunteers are informed of hazards, control measures and symptoms associated with Leptospirosis. 
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	Hazard: Lone working

	The health, safety, and welfare of Lone Workers could be compromised without a risk assessment.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _ec4ixcmtrpx8]Volunteers
Any accidents sustained whilst lone working could result in further harm due to no immediate treatment.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _j6p8b5omdxmm]Avoid lone working
Volunteers are encouraged to undertake the survey in pairs to avoid working alone. 
	Low Risk: 4

Likelihood: 2/5
Severity: 2/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _1e6xsuwuwklm]Mobile phones
Lone Workers are advised to have their mobile phone with them whilst conducting the survey.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _iglx0ihccm4g]Periodic supervision
Engineer opportunities to observe staff/volunteers to ensure that they are following risk assessment. Ask volunteers who are not following RA to stop monitoring.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _otvdxnm99w1x]Personal contact
Volunteers are instructed to inform a personal contact of their whereabouts prior to carrying out a river survey. 
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	Hazard: Lyme disease

	Risk of ill health and disease due to exposure to Lyme disease by the river bank. 

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _kwqygxlinkrn]Volunteers
Transmitted by animal ticks associated with bank vegetation, which can lead to severe symptoms if left untreated. 
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _5bjaqzmj3sp3]Cover all cuts and open wounds to reduce risk of infection
	Low Risk: 4

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 4/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _4d3lwbtfyu0h]Good hand washing/hygiene procedures observed
Always wash hands when you have finished monitoring.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _e6rq99w8uhqc]Hand sanitizer
Volunteers are encouraged to take hand sanitizer with them.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _d05syberyoxz]Lyme disease information given
Volunteers are informed of hazards, control measures and symptoms associated with Lyme disease. 
	





	[image: ]
	Hazard: People movement (risk of trips and falls)

	Risk of injury due to a variety of access/egress hazards that can cause trips and falls.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _6hvxtpoh6chh]Volunteers
Trip, slip or fall causing cuts, bruises or at worst a fracture.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _gb482zsjw8ik]Additional dynamic risk assessment
Volunteers are instructed to conduct an additional dynamic risk assessment completed to ground conditions. 
	Low Risk: 4

Likelihood: 2/5
Severity: 2/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _xpmr7vzbac44]Suitable footwear encouraged
Volunteers are advised to wear suitable footwear and clothing. 
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	Hazard: Sickness

	Ingesting water.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _6o38fubaits0]Volunteers
Sickness
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _mhh8ebt7nko2]Avoid contact with water
Minimise the chance that a volunteer is in contact with or ingests water by providing a 10ml syringe to remove sample or providing gloves.  
	Low Risk: 4

Likelihood: 2/5
Severity: 2/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _db9f73k3ep9a]Wash hands
Use alcohol gel after contact with water and wash hands with soap and water before eating, drinking, smoking or touching face/eyes. Gloves can help reduce risk, but many citizen scientists find them awkward to use. 
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	Hazard: Animals (bites)

	Risk of injury/damage to skin/tissue from animal bites, leading to potential infection if untreated.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _2mtsafgha6oa]Volunteers
Animal bites could result in cuts or diseases. 
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _d5dv7e878opo]Additional dynamic risk assessment
Volunteers are instructed to conduct an additional dynamic risk assessment completed to identify any animals that pose a risk. Volunteers are advised to maintain a safe distance from any animals and be wary of dogs off leads. 
	Low Risk: 3

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 3/5





	[image: ]
	Hazard: Challenging behaviour

	Risk of injury/distress, etc. associated with challenging behaviour from members of the public

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _kvs9ma2kfxv5]Volunteers
People can sustain stress, abuse or assault. 
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _osri25hbew5q]Avoid danger
Avoid likely troubled spots. 
	Low Risk: 3

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 3/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _8haync8qm60d]Dynamic risk assessment
Volunteers are instructed to carry out a dynamic risk assessment to determine whether the area is safe upon arrival. If there are any concerns, volunteers are instructed to abandon the survey. 
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _gsfext5qobng]Private land
Volunteers are instructed to not enter private land without seeking prior agreement from the land owner. 
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	Hazard: Hazardous vegetation

	Such as Giant Hogweed.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _6dlnrn908wur]Volunteers
Coming into contact with Giant Hogweed can cause serious skin damage.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _a5pw73pl143b]Information
Volunteers receive information upon volunteering.
	Low Risk: 3

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 3/5
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	Hazard: Under 18’s

	Heightened risks associated with under 18’s.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _npkffqu5jwth]Volunteers
Increased risk due to age. 
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _iq4f72ub78ub]No lone working
Strict instructions on ensuring that volunteers under 18 are not conducting river surveys alone. River surveys are to be done whilst accompanied by an adult. 
	Low Risk: 3

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 3/5
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	Hazard: Vehicle movement

	Risk of injury through coming into contact with vehicles and plant moving around the area.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _sn5k3c6xq7y3]Volunteers
Being struck by a moving vehicle can result in significant injury or death.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _45v7wg2gmh89]Additional risk assessment
An additional dynamic risk assessment was completed to identify traffic hazards. 
	Low Risk: 3

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 3/5

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _mngj62kwxwfz]Bright clothing
Bright clothing is encouraged to increase visibility to traffic.
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _dbvuj2aiz9f8]No night surveys
Volunteers are instructed to undertake surveys during daylight hours only. 
	

	
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _qp6g34sz1axe]Traffic avoided
Volunteers are instructed to avoid traffic wherever possible. 
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	Hazard: Water

	Risk of drowning associated with activities close to or on the water.

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _jin5b13z5ll2]Volunteers
Falling in the river can result in drowning. 
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _qt6ki2p3usql]Do not enter water. Maintain 3m distance if possible
Where possible, volunteers are instructed to undertake the survey from a public right of way or more than 3 metres away. 
	Low Risk: 3

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 3/5
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	Hazard: Hazardous chemicals

	Some monitoring protocols require the use of small quantities of reagents. 

	Who can be harmed/how?
	Controls in place
	Risk rating

	[bookmark: _z970k5mke29y]All staff, volunteers
Chemicals can cause skin irritation, burns, or blindness.
	[image: ]
	[bookmark: _opz8j9ed7x91]Follow specific COSHH assessment for method chosen
Follow COSHH assessment for method chosen. 
	Low Risk: 2

Likelihood: 1/5
Severity: 2/5





Safe operating procedures

Never enter the water to do sampling. If staff or volunteer wants to enter the water, use risk assessment for class 3 monitoring. 

Follow COSHH assessment for the sampling method chosen. 


	Assessor’s signature:
	
	Approved by signature:
	

	
	
	
	

	Assessor’s name:
	[NAME OF ASSESSOR]
	Approver’s name:
	[NAME OF APPROVER]
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